OLD LOVE STORIES RETOLD

" Hereupon Chopin improvised a veritable pas-
toral symphony, and George Sand, placing her-
self beside him and laying her hand gently on his
shoulder, said : * Go on, velvet fingers [Courage,
doigts de velours] \' "

Here is another anecdote :

" George Sand had a little dog which was in the
habit of turning round and round in the endeavour
to catch its tail. One evening when it was thus
engaged, she said to Chopin : * If I had your talent,
I would compose a pianoforte piece for this dog.5
Chopin at once sat down to the piano, and im-
provised the charming Waltz in D flat (Op. 64),
which hence has obtained the name of Valse du
petit chien"

An apparently incongruous gift which must have
contributed no little to Chopin's social charm was
a talent for mimicry to which Balzac has alluded in
" Un Homme d'Affaires," and to which he would
occasionally have recourse, as with a sudden right-
about-face, whimsically to relieve the tension after
his playing of some particularly overwrought com-
position. "After having plunged his audience,"
writes George Sand, "into a profound recueillement,
or into a painful sadness, for his music sometimes
discouraged one's soul terribly, especially when he
improvised, he would suddenly, as if to take away
the impression and remembrance of his sorrow
from others and from himself, turn stealthily to a
glass, arrange his hair and his cravat, and show
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